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Conference Background
The first BBIC was held in Abu Dhabi in 
2007.  Participants examined the range 
of potential biological threats to which 
the region is exposed and addressed how 
these might be mitigated.
A Core Group met in Abu Dhabi in May 
2008 to examine how to develop these 
strategies and produced a Framework 
Document entitled ‘Developing Biosafety 
and Biosecurity Strategies for the MENA 
Region’.  
The Framework Document formed the 
basis of much of the discussion for BBIC 
2009.
The BBIC process aims to promote the 
development of biosafety and biosecu-
rity strategies in MENA.  Extraordinary 
advances being made in biotechnology 
bring enormous benefits to medicine, nu-
trition and industry but they also pose a 
real risk to public safety through the pos-
sibility of accidents, sabotage or misuse.  
Furthermore, humans continue to face 
natural biological risks such as pandem-
ics.  These risks are best understood as a 
spectrum.
It is essential that these risks are prop-
erly identified, understood and mitigated 
through the implementation of compre-
hensive biosafety and biosecurity strate-
gies backed up by legislative, regulatory, 
human and physical infrastructure.
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Conference Purpose
The overall goal of the conference 
was to promote the development 
of biosafety and biosecurity in the 
Middle East and North Africa1.  The 
conference in Casablanca set an ob-
jective for the regional participants 
to adopt the Framework Document 
as the roadmap for the development 
of national and regional biosafety 
and biosecurity strategies in the 
MENA region, to create a process 
and infrastructure through which 
to achieve this and to obtain partici-
pants’ commitment to continue the 
process.
BBIC 2009  was organised by the 
hosts, the Moroccan Ministry of 
Education, Higher Education, Train-
ing and Scientific Research together 
with the International Council for 
the Life Sciences.  The Environment 
Agency of Abu Dhabi and the Royal 
Scientific Society of Jordan were co-
sponsors.

1 For the purposes of this  process, MENA is considered to include the 

following countries: Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, 

Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, Israel, Jordan, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 

Qatar, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Yemen and Pakistan. 
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Conference Sessions
Session 1: Defining the Problem 
and Creating Solutions: Chal-
lenges in MENA and the Need 
for a Regional Biosafety and 
Biosecurity Strategy;

Session 2: Building Human Ca-
pacity, through Training, Educa-
tion and Awareness Raising;

Session 3: Building Technical 
Capacity through Strengthening 
Infectious Disease Surveillance 
in the Animal, Plant and Human 
Health Communities;

Session 4: Strengthening In-
stitutional, Physical and Legal 
Infrastructure to Manage Bio-
logical Risks; and

Session 5: Biosafety and Biose-
curity National and Regional 
Strategies.
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Moving Forward
The Steering Committee and Work-
ing Groups met in Abu Dhabi May 
18-19, 2010 to discuss a working 
programme for 2010-2011 and fund-
raising strategy.  
The group agreed that over the 
course of 2010-2011 the following 
biosafety and biosecurity needs in 
the region should be addressed:

 ♦ A website and a repository of key 
biosafety and biosecurity docu-
ments will be organised;

 ♦ The group members will estab-
lish a reporting procedure to 
share with the group the status 
of the national biosafety and 
biosecurity legislation, policy, 
planning and preparedness;

 ♦ Working Groups comprising of 
the regional and international 
experts will start their work ad-
dressing technical work of the 
implementation of the outcomes;

 ♦ The group will raise awareness 
of the BBIC process in the inter-
national arena through  engaging 
with the relevant UN platforms 
and through recruited “cham-
pions” and “friends” of BBIC in 
various countries.   

Conference Outcomes
The conference was attended by 104 
participants representing 25 coun-
tries and seven international organi-
sations.
As a result of this conference, the 
participants agreed to:

 ♦ Adopt the Framework Document 
as the road map for the region’s 
efforts to develop biosafety and 
biosecurity strategies;  

 ♦ Hold a third BBIC in Amman, 
Jordan in 2011;

 ♦ Create a Steering Committee to 
shepherd the process of building 
national and regional biosafety 
and biosecurity strategies; 

 ♦ Create four working groups of 
experts to address technical is-
sues:

       1.   Human Capital Development
       2.   Institutional, Physical and           
             Legal Infrastructure
       3.   National and Regional  
             Prevention and Preparedness
       4.  Policy-Making;

 ♦ Create a committee to assess the 
feasibility of establishing Region-
al Training Centres;

 ♦ Create a regional biosafety as-
sociation.

The conference was a success.  Most 
remarkable, however, was the enthu-
siasm of the regional participants. 
This enthusiasm is now being turned 
into commitment and action.   

Regional Training Centre
In February of 2010 members of 
the BBIC Regional Training Centres 
(RTC) Feasibility Committee visited 
biosafety training facilities at Emory 
University and the University of 
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, 
and held talks with training and 
facility design staff from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
The Steering Committee developed a 
set of recommendations for further 
actions on establishing RTCs:

 ♦ Training should focus on instill-
ing good practice and technique 
into newcomers to the field (eg. 
university students);

 ♦ Training should focus on a set of 
principles and practices which 
trainees could adapt to the spe-
cifics of their own environment;

 ♦ Training passports should be 
adopted as a useful way of re-
cording laboratorians’ training 
level in real time;

 ♦ The group should develop a 
“How to assess biosafety and bi-
osecurity training needs” hand-
book for use by laboratories and 
universities;

 ♦ The group should establish two 
Advisory Panels of experts: one 
on Training Facility Design and 
the other on the Training Cur-
ricula Design. 
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