
	
 

 
 

 
 

Fifth-ICLS-KIBGE Conference on “Responsible Conduct of Science:  
Ethical Concerns in Medical and Pharmaceutical Practice and Research” 

 
Outcomes and Recommendations 

 
The Fifth International Council for the Life Sciences (ICLS) – Karachi Institute for 
Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering (KIBGE) conference took place from 20 to 22 May 
2017. A wide range of speakers and participants contributed to a successful event that covered 
the full range of safety security and ethical concerns related to the medical and pharmaceutical 
sector. The contributions and resulting discussions have given momentum to the development of 
the responsible conduct of science project in Pakistan.  
 
The original objectives of the ICLS project were confirmed as: 
• Promotion of the conduct of responsible science among scientists and engineers 
• Promotion of the ideal that science and technology should not be misused to harm humanity 
• Encouraging respect for the scientific professions in a way appropriate to society in Pakistan 
• Enhancing the contribution of science and technology to the Pakistani community- at- large 
• Building a sustainable network in Pakistan that meets regularly on key issues related to the 
conduct of safe, secure, and ethical science in the context of its society and culture. 
 
A set of recommendations flowed from the event that included the following: 

1. Building the Network. The network of those already engaged in the project needs to be 
strengthened both geographically and by engaging more relevant institutions. The 
engagement those organizations that were represented at the conference, that are new to 
the project, should be sought in particular.  However, the fundamental idea embodied 
from the beginning of the project, the essential role of the individual, needs to be retained 
by seeking individual “champions” within institutions throughout Pakistan. 

2. Communications. The network would be strengthened by developing a dedicated 
website that would contain, among other things, a directory of the institutions and 
individuals committed to the network to enable participants to exchange ideas through 
discussion groups and to publish and notify events. Appropriate use should be made of 
social media. The leaders of the network should seek to publish articles in international 
scholarly journals to connect with like-minded scientists in other countries. A host 
organization would be needed to support and manage the website. 

3. History. A history of the project that will aid its future direction should be produced by 
the founders and leaders of the project. This will aid the development and refinement of a 
strategy for the future direction of the project.  



	
4. Activities. Among the future activities considered were: 

a. The conduct meetings of scientists from all disciplines to spread the ideas 
embodied in the project to other areas in Pakistan beyond the major cities where 
events have already been held (Islamabad, Karachi and Lahore); 

b. Holding events dedicated to themes such as risk assessment and principles for 
codes of conduct; 

c.  At least once per year hold an event either wholly or partly organized and run by 
young scientists and engineers (graduate students and PhD candidates); 

d. Continue to further the international dimension of the project by developing 
further connections and events with scientists from countries in the South Asian 
region and beyond. 

5. Funding. From the beginning local funding support for the project has been an important 
element in the development of the project. This helps assure local ownership of the 
project and is an important demonstration of commitment. Nevertheless, ICLS remains 
committed to seeking financial support, particularly to help support the international 
dimension of the project. 

 
The success of the conference owes a great deal to the high quality of the presentations by the 
speakers and the thoughtful and lively discussions provoked by the participants. A first class 
poster competition produced excellent products relevant to the theme of the conference and 
showed the high quality of the students engaged by this conference. 
 
Finally, a debt of gratitude is owed to the Director-General of KIBGE, Professor Doctor Abid 
Azhar, and his staff and students, for the highly professional manner in which the conference 
was run and organized.   

 


